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ABSTRACT

BILATERAL AND REGIONAL DIMENSIONS OF THE RELATIONS
BETWEEN TURKEY AND BANGLADESH

RAHMAN, Afzalur
M.S., The Department of International Relations
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Oktay F. TANRISEVER

March 2022, 134 pages

This thesis seeks to examine the bilateral and regional dimensions of the
relations between Turkey and Bangladesh. The thesis explores the relations
between Turkey and Bangladesh in the diplomatic, security, economic and socio-
cultural dimensions. This thesis argues that contrary to the views of those
scholars who think that relations between Turkey and Bangladesh are
insignificant because of the geographical distance between these two countries,
Turkey and Bangladesh have developed their both bilateral and regional relations
significantly in the last two decades as these countries have broadened their
foreign policy orientation globally. The thesis is composed of five chapters,
including the introductory and concluding chapters. After the introductory first
chapter, the second chapter examines the historical evolution of the relations
between Turkey and Bangladesh. The third chapter analyzes the bilateral
relations between these countries by focusing on the diplomatic, security,
economic and socio-cultural dimensions. The penultimate chapter deals with the

international and regional aspects of their relations by focusing on their



cooperation in the frameworks of OIC, D-8 and ASEAN. The fifth and last

chapter concludes the thesis.

Keywords: Turkey, Bangladesh, Cooperation, Bilateral Relations, International
Organizations.



0z

TURKIYE VE BANGLADES ILISKILERININ
IKiLI VE BOLGESEL BOYUTLARI

RAHMAN, Afzalur
Yiiksek Lisans, Uluslararasi iliskiler Boliimii

Tez Yoneticisi: Prof. Dr. Oktay F. TANRISEVER

Mart 2022, 134 sayfa

Bu tez, Tiirkiye ve Banglades arasindaki iliskilerin ikili ve bolgesel boyutlarini
incelemeyi amacglamaktadir. Tez, Tirkiye ve Banglades arasindaki iligkileri
diplomatik, giivenlik, ekonomik ve sosyal-kiiltiirel boyutlarda incelemektedir.
Bu tez, Tiirkiye ile Banglades arasindaki iliskilerin bu iki {ilke arasindaki cografi
uzaklik nedeniyle O©nemsiz oldugunu diisiinen bazi bilim adamlarinin
gorlislerinin aksine, Tirkiye ve Banglades dis politika yonelimlerini kiiresel
olarak genislettikge, bu iliskilerin hem ikili hem de bdlgesel yonlerinin
neredeyse son yirmi yilda oénemli dlgiide gelistigini savunulmaktadir. Tez, giris
ve sonu¢ boliimleriyle birlikte bes boliimden olusmaktadir. Giris bolimii olan
birinci boliimiin ardindan ikinei boliim, Tiirkiye-Banglades iliskilerinin tarihsel
gelisimini incelemektedir. Uciincii bdliim, bu iilkeler arasindaki ikili iliskileri
diplomatik, giivenlik, ekonomik ve sosyal-ekonomik boyutlara odaklanarak
incelemektedir. Sondan bir énceki boliim, IiT, D-8 ve ASEAN cergevelerindeki
igbirligine odaklanarak, iligkilerinin uluslararasi ve bdlgesel yonleriyle

ilgilenmektedir. Besinci ve son boliim tezi sonlandirmaktadir.

Vi



Anahtar Kelimeler: Tiirkiye, Banglades, Isbirligi, Ikili iliskiler, Uluslararas
Orgiitler.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The relations between the Turkish and Bengali nations are based on deep-rooted
historical, religious, and cultural foundations. People from both countries have
been in contact since the medieval time. The Bengali living in South Asia
supported Turkey during the First World War. After the independence of
Pakistan in 1947, Turkish-Bengali relations continued through Pakistan.
However, Bangladesh became independent from Pakistan in 1971. Since then,
bilateral relations between Turkey and Bangladesh have continued. Bangladesh
supported Turkey in the 1970s and 1980s when Turkey’s Cyprus problem was
discussed worldwide. In return, Turkey provided technical and financial
assistance to Bangladesh in the process of state formation and the development
of a stable and sustainable economic system. Turkey’s diplomatic relations with
Bangladesh started in 1974 with the official recognition of Bangladesh. After
establishing diplomatic connections, Turkey-Bangladesh relations developed,
and Bangladesh became Turkey’s diplomatic supporter in international affairs.
Turkey formed the “Asia Anew” initiative in 2019, which aims to strengthen the
country’s relations with Asian countries. The initiative covers various fields such
as trade, culture, defense, and investment. Bangladesh could be a key focus in
this initiative because of its booming economy and strategic value. For example,
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevliit Cavusoglu said, “Bangladesh, with its thriving
economy and young population, is one of Turkey’s key partners in the “Asia

Anew” initiative.”



1.1. Scope and Objective

The scope of this thesis covers both the bilateral and regional dimensions of the
relations between Turkey and Bangladesh. Although the thesis deals with the
relations between Turkey and Bangladesh from their historical origins to the
present, it focuses mainly on the latest two decades when these relations have
developed significantly. In this context, this thesis seeks to explain the dynamics
behind the recent development of the relations between Turkey and Bangladesh
by focusing on the diplomatic, security, economic and socio-cultural dimensions
of these relations. In addition, this thesis also aims to contribute to the academic
literature on Turkey-Bangladesh relations by demonstrating some of the gaps in

the academic literature.

1.2. Research Questions

In order to understand and explain both bilateral and regional aspects of Turkey
and Bangladesh relations, this thesis attempts to answer the following research

questions:

1) Does the Turkey-Bangladesh relationship take place adequately in the
academic literature? 2) What are the bilateral and regional aspects of the Turkey-
Bangladesh relationship? 3) How has the Turkey-Bangladesh relationship
developed historically? 4) What are the diplomatic and political,

Military/defense, economic and social-cultural dimensions in bilateral relations?

This thesis will examine these questions. This thesis also examines how both
countries entered such a remote region and how they responded to regional and

international issues despite the geographical distance between them.



1.3. Literature Review

In order to examine the Turkey-Bangladesh relations, it is necessary to look at
the foreign policy literature of the two countries. It is seen that Turkish Foreign
Policy (Vol. I, 11, Ill), edited by Baskin Oran, and William Hale’s Turkish
Foreign Policy since 1774 are the two most well-known books in the literature
on Turkey’s foreign policy. In their works, Oran and Hale define Turkey as a
country that has traditionally adopted and implemented a ‘balanced policy’ in
foreign policy. In addition, both works define Turkey as a medium-sized state in
the international system and reveal the limitations and possibilities in Turkey’s

foreign policy based on this definition.*

Baskin Oran, however, identified two elements of Turkey’s foreign policy:
Westernism and the Status quo. He said that “Westernism is a determinant in
Turkish foreign policy as a result of the newly established state’s concern to find
a place in the international system and the desire to reach the civilization level of
the West in line with the modernization movement.” 2 The second determinant
factor in the Turkish Foreign Policy is status quo which means the existing order
that has been established. According to Oran, ‘Status quo’, in the context of
Turkey, means that the newly established state protects its borders and maintains

the existing balances in international relations.®

When Baskin Oran’s book “Turkish Foreign Policy (\Vol. I, Il, 111)” is analyzed,
it is seen that Oran mainly emphasizes Turkey-Pakistan relations in the South

Asian Region. According to Oran, relations between Turkey and Pakistan are

! Balci, Ali. “Tirkiye dis politikast: ilkeler, aktorler, uygulamalar.” [stanbul: Etkilesim
Yayinlar: (2013).

2 Baskin Oran, “Tiirk Dis Politikasinin Teori ve Pratigi”, Tirk Dis Politikas: Cilt I: 1919-1980,
Ed. Baskin Oran, 15. bs., Istanbul, iletisim Yayinlar1, 2009, p. 46-53.

¥ Oran, “Tiirk D1s Politikasinin Teori ve Pratigi”, p. 46.
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mostly friendly. On April 2, 1954, Turkey and Pakistan signed a Treaty of
Friendly Cooperation, which formalized their friendship. The cooperation
between these two countries has gradually increased over the years.* Today,
Turkey maintains its relations with Pakistan in the fields of military, trade,
defense, and diplomacy. On the other hand, Oran also included the historical
relations between Turkey and India. During the First World War, it is seen that

Indian Muslims declared their support to the Ottoman Empire.®

At the same time, when we examine the “Turkish Foreign Policy: 1774-2000 "
book of William Hale’s, it is seen that the relations between Turkey and Pakistan
are discussed. Hale underlined that the Economic Cooperation Organization
(ECO) founded between Turkey, Iran, and Pakistan in 1964 strengthened
relations between the two countries. According to Hale’s, with the inclusion of
Pakistan in the D-8, which was established under the leadership of Turkey, the
cooperation between the two countries in the fields of economy, trade and

diplomacy gained further momentum.®

Bangladesh became an independent country in 1971. Despite being a new state,
Bangladesh has considerable importance in the world due to its population and
location. In an interdependent world system, just as Bangladesh helps other
countries in various ways, it also receives much support from other countries. In
modern times, national relations are built based on mutual acceptance.
Bangladesh’s foreign policy is therefore successful in this regard. Bangladesh
believes in friendship with everyone and does not want to get involved in

disputes with anyone. That is why it has joined the Non-Alignment movement.

* Oran, Baskin. Tiirk dis Politikasi: Kurtulus savasindan Bugiine Olgular, Belgeler, Yorumlar
Cilt I-TIT: 1919-1980, Tletisim, 2009.

% Oran, Baskin. Tiirk dis Politikasi: Kurtulus savasindan Bugiine Olgular, Belgeler, Yorumlar
Cilt I-IIT: 1919-1980, Iletisim, 2009.

® Hale, William. Turkish Foreign Policy: 1774-2000. Cass, 2001.
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The intention of Bangladesh is to build cooperative relations with neighboring
countries. For this purpose, Bangladesh took the initiative to form ‘SAARC’
with the countries of South Asia and has achieved success in this regard.
Bangladesh not only maintaining good relations with its neighbors but also
committed to establishing friendly relations with the Muslim world. Bangladesh
is playing an essential role in strengthening the religious and traditional ties by
becoming a member of the OIC. Despite being an underdeveloped and small
country, Bangladesh’s role in world politics is significant. In particular,
Bangladesh’s position in maintaining world peace and security is apparent. Due
to this, it has been able to obtain a dignified seat in the World Assembly.’

The main aims and objectives of Bangladesh’s foreign policy can be defined as
follows: Self-preservation: Like other states, self-preservation is the most vital
interest of Bangladesh. Generally, a state’s self-preservation means maintaining
its sovereignty, political independence, and territorial integrity. It is inevitably

linked to the protection of national security.®

Economic Progress: The next objective of Bangladesh’s foreign policy is
economic progress. Apparently, Bangladesh is a poor country, but there is a
large reserve of resources in it that could bring economic prosperity to
Bangladesh in the near future. Continuous efforts from national policymakers
will be required to undertake the task of promoting economic development. The

reason for economic progress would be better served by the procurement of

" Bhardwaj, Sanjay K. “Bangladesh in SAARC: Identity Issues and Perspectives.” India

International Centre Quarterly, vol. 41, no. 3/4, 2014, pp. 128-141.

® Bateman, Christopher H. “National Security and Nationalism in Bangladesh.” Asian Survey,
vol. 19, no. 8, 1979, pp. 780.



significant raw materials and other goods and obtaining favorable foreign

manufacturers for our export products.’

Preservation and growth of national power: Another major objective of
Bangladesh’s foreign policy is to pay special attention to the preservation and
growth of national power. National power here means the country’s overall
power, which can make a significant contribution to the conduct of foreign
policy. It takes into account the number of elements, including natural resources,
food, and energy production. Bangladesh needs to exercise full control over its
total assets. At the same time, it can prevent any foreign claims on other
resources, including those located within its seafloor and territorial waters. Thus,
it will be the constant responsibility of foreign policymakers to conserve national
power elements and strive to enhance them by realizing the time and

opportunity.™

Ideology: Every modern state follows an ideology or at least adhere to any major
ideology prevalent in the contemporary world. In the case of Bangladesh, it
could be said that it does not fully follow either the two opposing ideologies,
capitalist or socialist rather, it follows a mixed economy with the good aspects of

the two approaches.*!

National dignity: After Bangladesh emerged as an independent nation, it had to
face many problems, mainly because its economic condition was substandard.
Bangladesh fell into a deep economic crisis after independence due to the

massive devastation in the nine-month war and the suspension of production

® Ahmed, Ashraf. “Potential for Progress: Opportunities for Economic Growth in Bangladesh.”
Harvard International Review, vol. 33, no. 3, 2011, pp. 28-29.

19 Hossain, Delwar. Bangladesh in 2015. Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies, 2015.

! Mondal, Lipon Kumar. “Social Formation in Bangladesh: An Essay on the Political Economy
of State, Class and Capitalism”. Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bangladesh (Hum.), vol. 59, no.
2, 2014, pp. 343-365.



activities. Nevertheless, it cannot go on forever. Therefore, one of the objectives
of Bangladesh’s foreign policy is to make efforts for achieving economic
development so that Bangladesh can maintain its dignity and remain with a

glorious image in the world.

The importance of foreign policy elements may increase or decrease relatively,
but no element becomes insignificant. Therefore, it is necessary to consider all
the factors in determining foreign policy. The conventional elements of

Bangladesh’s foreign policy are:

Geo-strategic location: Bangladesh is located in South Asia in terms of
geographical location. Bangladesh is bordered on the east, north, and west by
India and south by the Bay of Bengal and Myanmar. India is essential in
Bangladesh’s foreign policy, as Bangladesh is surrounded on three sides by
India, and the main rivers flow into Bangladesh through India. It has become
imperative to develop relations with India and pursue a policy of peaceful
resolution of disputes. The coast of Bangladesh is considered as the connection
of South and South-East Asia. Therefore, Bangladesh’s position is crucial from a
strategic point of view. Taking advantage of this opportunity, Bangladesh has
formulated a favorable foreign policy to achieve economic benefits, which has
resulted in BIMSTEC. As the Bay of Bengal adjacent to the southern part of
Bangladesh is connected with the Indian Ocean, Bangladesh is trying to keep the
Indian Ocean out of military competition. Since Bangladesh’s security is
strategically linked to a peaceful environment in the Indian Ocean, Bangladesh’s

foreign policy is regulated towards that goal."?

Population: Bangladesh’s population is neither more than China and India nor
less than Bhutan and the Maldives. Bangladesh is a middle-class country in the

world in terms of population. The population of this country is mainly

12 Andersen, Walter. “The Geostrategic Importance of Bangladesh: From the Perspective of the
U.S.” Vibrant Bangladesh, Washington, DC: Bangladesh Embassy publication, vol. 25, 2012, pp.
72-77.



homogeneous. This homogeneous population has increased the national strength
of Bangladesh and enhanced its value in the world. As a result, Bangladesh’s
security fears and existential crisis did not intensify as in smaller countries.
Therefore, Bangladesh’s foreign policy and its security system are not dependent
on anyone. In addition, a large portion of Bangladesh’s population has entered
the international labor market as manpower. Many developed countries of the
world are dependent on Bangladesh for their workforce. Hence, the bargaining
power of Bangladesh with developed countries has increased a lot. The
population is, therefore, more significant in determining the foreign policy of
Bangladesh.*®

Level of economic development: Bangladesh is economically underdeveloped.
On the one hand, the industry has not developed in this country. On the other
hand, agriculture is still dependent on conventional technology. As a result, both
industrial and agricultural production shortages exist. Bangladesh does not even
have the capacity to extract all the natural resources that are underground.
Development efforts are not being accelerated mainly due to a lack of capital
formation and modern technology. Thus, Bangladesh has to depend on
developed countries for capital and technology. For this reason, Bangladesh sets
its foreign policy in such a way as to obtain loans, aid, and technical assistance
through the establishment of good relations with the developed world. If
Bangladesh’s level of economic development had improved, Bangladesh would

indeed not have adopted a foreign policy of economic aid.

Ideological environment: The ideological environment often serves as a
significant determinant in foreign policy. In the pre-75 political context,
Bangladesh was the influence of socialist ideology and was close to India and

the Soviet Union. Later, as a result of following the liberal and Islamic ideology,

B3 Btzold, Benjamin & Mallick, Bishawjit. “International Migration from Bangladesh”
Bundeszentrale Fiir Politische Bildung, November 30, 2015,
https://www.bpb.de/gesellschaft/migration/laenderprofile/216104/international -migration-from-
bangladesh.
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the country’s relations with Muslim countries and the Western world increased.
However, the recent upheaval of socialist ideology and the widespread liberal

democratic ideology has led to a pro-Western trend in Bangladesh’s foreign

policy.

Military capability: Neighboring state India has more military power than
Bangladesh. That is why there is always a fear of security in Bangladesh. In this
situation, Bangladesh’s foreign policy reflects its desire to avoid conflict with
India and resolve disputes through bilateral negotiations. However, better
military training and efforts to procure modern weapons for self-defense in
water, land, and air are essential aspects of Bangladesh’s foreign policy.
Accordingly, Bangladesh gives particular importance to its foreign policy in its

relations with the United States, China, and other countries.**

Neighboring countries” behavior and the international environment:
Bangladesh’s foreign policy’s nature depends on India’s behavior as a neighbor
state and other South Asian countries and Myanmar in general. Bilateral and
regional relations are determined by neighbors’ behavior on border-related
animosity, population migration, maritime demarcation, and trade gaps. If the
behavior of the neighbors is restrained and friendly, Bangladesh also became
interested in expanding cooperation. Otherwise, the policy of protecting the
national interest has to be adopted with the support and cooperation of the
United Nations and the world community. Besides, the international
environment, especially nuclear tensions, is troubling Bangladesh. Therefore, the
desire to build a nuclear-free world environment for world peace is reflected in

Bangladesh’s foreign policy.*

14" Ahamed, Emajuddin. “The Military and Democracy in Bangladesh.” The Military and
Democracy in Asia and the Pacific, edited by R.J. May and Viberto Selochan, ANU Press,
Canberra, 2004, pp. 101-118.

15 Ahsan, Abul. “Bangladesh's Foreign Policy: In Search of Security and A New Role.” World
Affairs: The Journal of International Issues, vol. 3, no. 1, 1999, pp. 50-59.
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When Bangladesh’s foreign policy and literature are examined, it is seen that
Bangladesh barely mentions Turkey-Bangladesh relations. This exclusion is
evident at the leading book of the Bangladeshi literature, “Bangladesh Foreign
Policy: Realities, Priorities, and Challenges,” written by Harun Ur Rashid. The
relationship between Turkey and Bangladesh is covered very briefly in this book.
However, the relationship between the two countries have developed

significantly on bilateral and regional levels.

According to Rashid, Bangladesh’s relations with Turkey can be described as
excellent and mutually supportive. As a mutually supportive relationship,
Bangladesh supported Turkey on the Cyprus issue. As Rashid stated in his book:

Bangladesh was one of the only six countries to support the Turkish invasion of
Cyprus during a UN vote on the matter. On the issue of Cyprus, Bangladesh at
multilateral organizations such as the UN, use this as an opportunity to defend
the rights of the Turkish minority.™

Rashid also added that, Bilateral trade between Turkey and Bangladesh is
increasing, and collaborative projects are being discussed. Bangladesh exported
29.77 million dollars to Turkey in 2002-2003. Bangladesh’s exports totaled
101.6 million dollars in 2005-06. According to reports, the Turkish minister
predicted that trade between the two countries would reach $2 billion by the end
of 2022."

By examining the foreign policy literature of Turkey and Bangladesh, we saw
that although the books of Baskin Oran and William Hale are significant in
Turkish literature, they do not mention Bangladesh adequately. Somehow
Bangladesh has been neglected. Similarly, Turkey has not been adequately

mentioned in the literature of Bangladesh. Although Harun Ur Rashid has briefly

18 1bid., 275.

7 Rashid, Harun Ur. Bangladesh Foreign Policy: Realities, Priorities, and Challenges.
Academic Press and Publishers Library, 2015. p. 274-275.

10



expressed the relationship between the two countries, it is not enough. However,
this thesis argues that relations between these two countries have developed

significantly despite the fact that it does not take place in literature.

1.4. Argument

This thesis argues that contrary to the views of some scholars who think that
relations between Turkey and Bangladesh are insignificant because of the
geographical distance between these two countries, this thesis argues that both
bilateral and regional aspects of these relations have developed significantly
almost the last two decades as Turkey and Bangladesh broaden their foreign

policy orientation globally.

1.5. Research Method

This thesis analyzes the relations between Turkey and Bangladesh in the post-
independence period of Bangladesh. It examines the political and diplomatic,
military/defense, economic and social-cultural dimensions of the relations
between the two countries. The thesis argues that economic, political, defense,
social, and cultural factors have played a determining role in developing
relations between Turkey and Bangladesh. The thesis demonstrates that if both
sides continue to base their relationships on economic links, cooperation, and

friendship between these two countries could flourish.

In this respect, the thesis aims to examine the nature of the relations between the
two countries. Therefore, it was necessary to investigate the evolution of
relations. In order to achieve the aim of the thesis, a comprehensive literature
review was made, library resources, books, academic articles, reports from

research institutions, journals, Newspaper articles, and statistics were examined.

11



1.6. Organization of the Thesis

This thesis consists of five main chapters. The introduction is the first chapter of
the thesis, and it covers the scope and objective, research questions, the
argument, and the research method. The second chapter illustrates how Turkey-
Bangladesh relations have evolved throughout history. The historical
background is categorized according to substantial improvements in Turkish-
Bengali relations. In this regard, Turkish-Bengali relations in the Ottoman period
were examined. In addition, the establishment processes of the Republic of
Turkey, Pakistan, and Bangladesh are also discussed in this section. Moreover,

Turkish-Bengali relations during Atatiirk and Pakistan period were examined.

The third chapter analyzes the major dimensions of Turkey-Bangladesh bilateral
relations. This section shows how the political and diplomatic, Military/defense,
economic, and social-cultural dimensions have played a significant role in

developed Turkey-Bangladesh relations.

The fourth chapter explains international and regional dimensions of Turkey-
Bangladesh partnership. In this part, it is seen that both countries play a strategic
role by participating in regional and international organizations, and both parties
support each other in the international arena. In addition, there are also discussed
the potential areas of regional cooperation of these two countries. The fifth
chapter of this thesis is the conclusion, which summarizes the thesis’ main

findings.

12



CHAPTER 2

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF RELATIONS
BETWEEN TURKEY AND BANGLADESH

2.1. Introduction

Historically, the relations between Bangladesh and Turkey date back to early
times. At present, the cultural and social spheres of the two countries bear
witness to this. Relations between Bengali and Turks first started in 1204 with
establishing a Muslim government in the Bengal region by the Turkish
commander, lkhtiyar al-Din Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khalji, who came from
Central Asia.'® Then, a new trend was created in Bengal in the cultural exchange
of the Turks, which lasted for the next 500 years. The arrival of Muslim
merchant ships in Bengal had been going on for a long time. Before Bakhtiyar
Khalji, Al-Biruni (973-1050) was an lIranian scholar and polymath during the
Islamic Golden Age, described the entire Indian subcontinent in detail in his
famous book, Tarikh al-Hind (History of India).™

Al-Biruni wrote in his book about the environment, culture, and mentality of the
people in the ‘Bengal’ region, which later made the Muslim world more

interested in trading in Bengal. Later, great numbers of traders came to the

'8 Rahaman, Md. Shah Noorur. “Islam and its Early Introduction in Bengal.” Proceedings of the
Indian History Congress, vol. 56, 1995, pp. 425-434.

9 Khan, M. S. “The Indica of Al-Biruni as A Source for The Political History of Eleventh
Century India (Summary).” Proceedings of the Indian History Congress, vol. 47, 1986, pp. 128—
129.
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Chittagong and Sylhet areas of Bengal via Malabar.®® Considering the
geopolitical aspects of the period, it can be seen that the political influence of the
Muslims in Bengal increased considerably after the conquest of Sindh by
Muhammad bin Qasim (695-715). At the same time, all the powerful states
around the map of Bengal, such as the western part of India, Afghanistan, Sindh,
Multan, were under Muslim rule. Consequently, there was an undeniably strong
geopolitical influence on Bengal. The Turks led all the military operations in all
the areas around Bengal. As a result, the Turks came to Bengal through the
arrival of the victorious Bakhtiyar Khalji in Bengal. The influence of the
administrative system established through Bakhtiyar Khalji is still visible in

Bengali society.?

The Turkish rule in Bengal, which witnessed various ups and downs since the
conquest of Bengal by Bakhtiyar, lasted till the arrival of the British. Although
Bengal initially emerged as an autonomous region, the rulers of Bengal later
merged with the Mughal Emperor Babar (1483-1530). Therefore, the Bengal
rulers at that time considered it better to accept his allegiance in terms of
political ability, which continued until 1757. That is, for 554 years, the whole of

Bengal was under Turkish rule.?

The mixing of Turkish ethnicity with the geopolitical arena of Bengal, before the
British rule, opened a new horizon in the Bengal region. The development in the
economic sphere was unparalleled. The riverine region of Bengal was one of the
centers of the world economy. Dhaka was the heart of that business. Dhaka was

the origin of the famous muslin cloth and the only environmentally useful place

20 Khan, Abbas Ali. Banglar MUSALMANDER lItihas. Bangladesh Islamic Centre, 1994. pp. 18.

2 Rahaman, Md. Shah Noorur. “Islam And its Early Introduction in Bengal.” Proceedings of the
Indian History Congress, vol. 56, Indian History Congress, 1995, pp. 425-34.

%2 Heitzman, James, and Worden, Robert L. Bangladesh: A Country Study. U.S. Gov. Print. Off.,
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for production and henceforth Bengal region became one of the main regulators
of trade in India. With the British coming to power, the Bengal region became
isolated from the entire Muslim world. Rule of Delhi was under Turkish control
for another half-century, but it was fragile. The throne of Delhi during this
period became the puppet government of the Britain. The results were
conceivable. The Bengal Muslims pledged their allegiance to the Ottomans.
Nevertheless, friendly relations between the Muslims of Bengal and the Turks
were revived during the Ottoman-Russian war of 1877-1888. For this war,
Bengal Muslims prayed in the mosques of Kolkata and collected funds to
support the Turkish army.?®

The friendly relations that started during this war continued during the Italo-
Turkish War (1911-1912), the Balkan War (1912-1913), the First World War
(1914-1918), and the war of independence (1915-1916). Although the Bengal
Muslims were under the control of the British, they supported the Turks
materially and morally in their hard times.?* This support and close relations
continued during the founding process of the Republic of Turkey. Bengali
Muslims showed great interest and remarkable love for Turkey and especially
for Mustafa Kemal. The most notable example of this is the 368-line poem
‘Kemal Pasha’, written by the national poet of Bangladesh, Kazi Nazrul Islam, in
1921, at the age of 22, out of respect and admiration for the first President of
modern Turkey, Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk (1881-1938). This poem was published
in the journal “Calcutta” in 1921. In addition, this poem was later included in

schoolbooks in Bangladesh.?

2 Sarisir, Serdar. “Tiirkiye’nin Banglades’i TANIMASI ve Tiirkiye-Banglades iliskilerinin ilk
Yillari (1974-1980).” Ankara Universitesi Dil ve Tarih-Cografya Fakiiltesi Tarih Béliimii Tarih
Arastirmalart Dergisi, vol. 38, no. 66, 2019, pp. 565-594.,
doi:10.35239/tariharastirmalari.619685.
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The subsequent abolition of the Istanbul caliphate and the establishment of the
new Turkey played an influential role in changing the political context of the
Bengal region. Consequently, Pakistan was founded in 1947 based on the two-
nation theory, which strengthened the historical ties between the two countries.
On the other hand, when the British colonial rule ended in August 1947, the
Bengal region was divided between the two newly formed countries. West
Bengal was given to India and East Bengal (now Bangladesh) to Pakistan as an
Eastern province. From then until 1971, the history of Bangladesh was written
under the name of Pakistan. However, after the war that started due to the
political dispute between East and West Pakistan, on 16 December 1971, ‘East
Pakistan’ gained its independence under the name of Bangladesh. Due to
Turkey’s deep friendship ties with Pakistan, Turkey was cautious about
recognizing Bangladesh. Later Turkey recognized Bangladesh on the occasion of
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (formerly Organization of the Islamic
Conference) Summit held in Lahore on 22 February 1974.%° Afterwards,
Turkey’s Dhaka Embassy was opened in 1976 and Bangladesh’s Ankara
Embassy was opened in 1981. Prime Minister of Turkey Biilent Ecevit summed

up the Turkey-Bangladesh relations at that time as follows:

The bonds of friendship between the Bangladeshi nation and the Turkish nation
stem from history. Even in the last periods of the Ottoman Empire, when the
Turkish nation was facing great difficulties, Bangladesh showed its closeness to
the Turkish nation on every occasion before the world. Now we see with
gratitude and pride that today the young State of Bangladesh stands by Turkey
in all international forums with a sense of brotherhood and understanding.?’

Although diplomatic relations have continued since 1974, deep economic and
political relations between the two countries could not be sufficiently established
until 2010. However, after 2010, an increase was observed in the two countries’

political, trade, and cultural relations.

% Hussain, Munir. “Pak-Turkey Relations: On the Common Ties”. Alternatives: Turkish Journal
of International Relations, vol. 7, no. 2&3, 2008, pp. 67-85.

" Milliyet, 4.10.1978, p. 3.
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In this chapter, the thesis will discuss Turkish rule in Bengal, Turkish-Bengali
relations during the ottoman period, foundations of the Republic of Turkey,
Turkish-Bengali relations during Ataturk’s era, creation of the Pakistan and

Bangladesh, and both countries’ relations with Turkey.

2.2. Bengal During the Turkish Rule

The beginning of Muslim rule in Bengal is called the birth of the Middle Ages in
Bengal. In order to enter from one era to another in history, some special
groundbreaking changes are required. The conquest of Bengal by the Muslims
did not only change the political landscape of Bengal. Consequently,
revolutionary changes took place in the life of the people of Bengal in various

fields, including society, religion, economy, language and literature, and arts.

The Turks arrived in Bengal at the beginning of the thirteenth century, led by
Ikhtiyar Uddin Mohammed Bakhtiyar Khalji, the first Muslim conqueror.
Bakhtiyar Khalji belonged to the Khalji tribe of the Turkish nation. He defeated
Sena ruler Lakshmana Sena in 1203 AD and ended the Sena rule by establishing
Muslim rule in northern and northwestern Bengal. Earlier, Islam was spread in
Bengal through saints, Muslim traders, and Sufis, but it was not established
politically. The conquest of Bengal by Bakhtiyar Khalji was the first political
establishment of the Muslims in this country. The then King of Bengal
Lakshman Sen was staying at Nadia, the capital of Bengal. Nadia was considered
the most protected area. However, Bakhtiyar Khalji conquered Nadia and later

advanced towards Lakshnavati (Gaur) and established his capital there.?®

Bakhtiyar Khalji was a good ruler. He laid the foundation of Muslim society in
Bengal. He divided his kingdom into several regions and entrusted their rule to

his chief ministers and military chiefs. They are tasked with maintaining peace

8 Rahman, Mahmudur. The Political History of Muslim Bengal: An Unfinished Battle of Faith.
Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2019, p. 1-27.
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and order, collecting revenue, promoting education and culture, and focusing on
the earthly and moral well-being of the people. Bakhtiyar Khalji established
mosques for the prayers of Muslims, madrasas for teaching, and khangahs for the
Sufis for the convenience of preaching. He realized that the defense of a state
depended not only on military might but also on internal order for complete
peace. Therefore, he tried to create a just Muslim society with the stability of his

established Muslim state.?®

Bakhtiyar Khalji was a skilled and adventurous soldier, as well as a just, pious,
and pragmatic ruler. By establishing Muslim rule in Bengal, he paved the way
for the spread of Islam and the development of Muslim culture in the region.
Due to the development of Muslim culture, large-scale conversions took place in
this country. Hindus from lower castes, in particular, are attracted to Muslims.
As a result, the attempt to establish the Bakhtiyar Khalji kingdom in Bengal can
be considered a blessing for the spread of Islam in the country. Although
Bakhtiyar Khalji initiated Muslim rule in Bengal, his untimely death prevented
him from consolidating the system of governance here. As a result, after the
death of Bakhtiyar Khalji, a power struggle arose between his three generals,
Muhammad Shiran Khalji, Ali Mardan Khalji, and Husamuddin Ilwaz Khalji.

They came to power one after another.*

Muhammad Shiran Khalji was the ruler of Lakhnauti in 1206-1206 AD. By
joining the army of Bakhtiyar Khalji, Shiran Khalji soon attained the rank of
commander through his bravery and prudence. Bakhtiyar Khalji trusted him so
much that he entrusted him with the responsibility of Lakhnauti on the eve of the
expedition to Tibet. After Bakhtiyar Khalji’s death, his troops elected Shiran
Khalji as their leader. Although Shiran Khalji served as the ruler for only one

year, he took some steps, including capturing Ali Mardan Khalji on his own

2 Karim, Abdul. Social History of the Muslims in Bengal: (Down to A.D. 1538). Asiatic Soc. of
Pakistan, 1959.
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merits, and some order was restored in Bengal. However, the political position of
Bengal was weakened when the cunning Ali Mardan Khalji escaped and took
refuge with Sultan Qutbuddin Aibak of Delhi. Shiran Khalji sought to establish
his position firmly and maintain unity among Khalji leaders. With this objective
in mind, he followed the policy of appeasement towards the people belonging to
Ali Mardan’s group and retained the nobles of Bakhtiyar Khalji in their former
positions. In order to avoid hostility from the Delhi rules, Shiran followed the
policy of enjoying the freedom of Bakhtiyar Khalji without taking the royal
designation. Although Shiran Khalji initiated good governance, his authority did
not last long due to Ali Mardan’s hostility.**

Husamuddin Iwaz Khalji (1206-1210 AD) became the ruler of Devkot as the
subordinate ruler of Delhi after Shiran Khalji’s death. However, only two years
later, Ali Mardan Khalji returned to Devkot with the help of the Sultan of Delhi,
and lwaz Khalji voluntarily relinquished power. Ali Mardan Khalji (1210-12
AD) was appointed ruler without any hindrance. Sultan Qutbuddin Aibak of
Delhi appointed Ali Mardan Khalji, but after Qutbuddin’s death, he took the title
of Alauddin and declared independence. He extended the boundaries of the state.
Anarchy prevailed in his kingdom. In order to resolve this situation, many Khalji
Amirs lost their lives on his orders. Poor, weak, and peace-loving people fall into
extreme misery. As Ali Mardan ruled the state very arbitrarily, dissatisfaction
against him gradually increased. Eventually, his rival Amirs, annoyed by Ali
Mardan’s activities, assassinated him and appointed Husamuddin lwaz as the

ruler of Bengal.*

Husamuddin Iwaz Khalji took the title of ‘Sultan Ghiyasuddin Iwaz Khalji’
(1212-27 AD) and re-ascended the throne of Lakhnauti in 1212 AD. He set out

81 «“Shiran Khalji.” Banglapedia, 2014, https://en.banglapedia.org/index.php?title=Shiran_Khalji
(Accessed 22.1.2022).
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to strengthen the Muslim state of Bengal. Sultan lwaz Khalji was undoubtedly
the greatest of the Khalji rulers. He sought to strengthen and consolidate the
Muslim kingdom of Bengal established by Bakhtiyar. He shifted the capital from
Devkot to Gaur or Lakhnauti for the convenience of administration. In addition,
Lakhnauti was situated on the riverbanks, which facilitated trade. A fort was
built at Bosankot to strengthen the defenses of the capital. Moreover, lwaz Khalji
realized that it would not be possible for the cavalry alone to expand the
kingdom in riverine Bengal without a strong navy. The navy was needed to
maintain the rule of Bengal. Therefore, it can be said that among the Muslim
rulers in Bengal, Iwaz Khalji was the founder of the navy. For the security of the
capital, deep and wide trenches were constructed on its three sides. He dug many
canals and built bridges to protect Lakhnauti and surrounding areas from annual
floods. He built roads and facilitated the movement of troops and goods. The
construction of this highway has not only benefited the state government and
trade but has also been a blessing to the people of the country. It kept their
houses and crops protected from the annual floods. Ghiyasuddin Iwaz Khalji has

established himself as a good ruler by his suitable roles.*

Sultan Shamsuddin Iltutmish of Delhi did not favor the expansion and power of
Ghiyasuddin. Ghiyasuddin lwaz Khalji is also seen as a threat to the Delhi
Sultanate by denying Delhi’s subjugation and declaring independence.
Therefore, Sultan Iltutmish himself proceeded to suppress Ghiyasuddin. Iwaz
Khalji marched on land with his troops and the warship on the waterway. He
signed a truce after a clash with Delhi forces. Later lwaz Khalji was involved in
the battle when Nasir Uddin Mahmud, son of lltutmish, attacked Lakhnauti. In
battle, he was defeated, taken prisoner, and later killed. Lakhnauti’s political

power again fell to Delhi. As a result, Sultan Ghiyasuddin Iwaz Khalji’s

% Eaton, Richard Maxwell. The Rise of Islam and the Bengal Frontier, 1204-1760. University of
California Press, 1996. p. 23-40.
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significant and beneficial reign came to an end with this. He was one of the key

actors in establishing Muslim rule in Bengal at an early period.**

Bengal became a province of the Delhi Sultanate for sixty years, from 1227 to
1287 AD, after Ghiyasuddin lwaz Khalji was defeated and killed by Sultan
Shamsuddin Iltutmish of Delhi. At that time, Bengal was ruled by 15 provincial
rulers nominated by the Sultan of Delhi. Ten of them were Mamluks or slaves.
However, it is reasonable to call this period the Turkish period because they
were all Turks. During the Turkish rule in Bengal, there were internal riots in
Delhi. The sultans of Delhi did not have the opportunity to move towards a
distant province like Bengal. Therefore, the Turkish rulers of Bengal ruled the
country very independently. The first Turk to be mentioned in the history of
Muslim governance in Bengal is Ikhtiyaruddin Muhammad bin Bakhtiyar Khalji.
As a result of his efforts, the country’s first Muslim rule was established. This
reign lasted for more than 500 years (1201-1757 AD).*

2.3. Turkish-Bengali Relations During the Ottoman Period

Historically, Bengal was loosely attached to the Delhi Sultanate, established in
1206, and paid tribute in the form of war elephants to maintain autonomy.
Bengal gained its independence from Delhi in 1341, and Dhaka was designated
as the capital of the independent Bengal governors. Before the Mughal emperor
Akbar, the Great (1556-1605) conquered Dhaka in 1576, Turks governed Bengal
for several decades. Bengal was a Mughal province until the fall of the Mughal

Empire in the eighteenth century. Bengal’s political unification with the rest of

¥ “Iwaz Khalji.” Banglapedia, 2014, https:/en.banglapedia.org/index.php?title=Iwaz_Khalji
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the subcontinent began during the Mughals, but Bengal was never really
subjugated. It was always very far from the government headquarters in Delhi.®

When analyzing its geographical location and population, Bengal’s influence on
the throne of Delhi can easily be understood and this region reflected the
economy of the Mughal Empire. Bengal was the wealthiest province during the
Mughal era.®” However, history has always referred to the main center, so in
most cases, India has been mentioned instead of Bengal. Therefore, although the
Ottoman Empire’s relationship with the Mughal region is strongly presented, the
particulars of the Ottoman Empire’s relationship with the Bengal region were not
explicitly addressed. The cultural and economic development of the region
through the rulers, armies, and Sufis who came from the Turkish ethnic group
was because the Turkish rulers intermingled with the people of Bengal. In other
words, Sufism deeply influenced Bengali Muslims. However, the Ottomans were
also great supporters of Sufism. Mevlana Rumi (1202-1207) is also an influential
figure in the cultural field of Bangladesh. In addition, Hazrat Shahjalal (1271-
1346), one of Rumi’s disciples in the thirteenth century, was an important
religious figure in the Eastern region of Bengal during the spread of Islam
through Sufism. As a result, within 100 years, the rulers of this region considered
themselves as the children of Bengal and, in fact, attached it to their own entity.
The rulers turned this region into their homeland and did not make the slightest
distinction in terms of court and justice. Thus, the region gained a distinct
identity in the fifteenth century. On the other hand, the Ottoman Empire
expanded at an incredible pace. The Ottomans’ relationship with Muslim states
in India dates back to the fifteenth century. However, with the rise century of the

Ottoman Empire from the end of the fourteenth century, it is seen that there was

% Heitzman, James, and Robert L. Worden. Bangladesh; a Country Study. U.S. G.P.O., 1988. p.
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a great interest and curiosity in India to get to know the Ottoman Empire and to

understand the Ottoman glory.*

As one of the reflections of the excitement created by the conquest of Istanbul in
the Islamic world, Turkish-Indian Muslims diplomatic relations started when the
Bahmani Sultan Muhammad Shah Bahmani 111 (1463-1482), one of the Indian
rulers, sent the vizier Mahmud Gawan to congratulate Fatih Sultan Mehmed
(1432-1481) for the conquest of Istanbul. In the sixteenth century, during the
reign of Suleiman the Magnificent (1520-1566), the relations between the two
countries were quite active. This relationship was at its peak during the reign of
Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb (1658-1707), and at that time, the Mughal Empire
itself was at the top of its history. Later, however, their relations were confined
to the commute of a few embassy delegations until the second half of the
eighteenth century.®

Europe surpassed the rest of the world due to the Industrial Revolution of the
sixteenth century. Although the Ottomans were still considered a symbol of great
power on the world map, Britain entirely occupied the economic center of the
Mughal Empire in 1757. In a short period, the entire Mughal Empire came under
the control of Britain. Despite having good relations with Britain, the Ottoman
Empire became embroiled in diplomatic tensions over trade with Britain in the
late eighteenth century. France was an ally of the Ottoman Empire, therefore,
diplomatic relations with the Ottomans deteriorated further due to Britain’s
political hostility and war with France at that time. Meanwhile, the Mysore ruler
Tipu Sultan (1785-1802) sent envoys to the Ottomans and asked for help in the
fight against the British. Tipu Sultan’s main purpose was to get the Ottoman
Empire’s political and military assistance to expel British from India. The main

strength in Tipu Sultan’s anti-British movement was the Ottoman Empire;
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therefore, he wanted to enhance Mysore’s trade and commerce network with the
Ottoman Empire. However, when Tipu Sultan’s envoys arrived in
Constantinople, it was not an appropriate time to seek Ottoman help as they had
wished for. After the unsuccessful siege of Vienna in 1683, the Ottoman Empire
began to lose its power against the Europeans. Russia and Austria had declared
war on the Ottoman Empire, which crippled the Ottoman Empire. In this war, the
British were the only nation that supported the Ottomans against Russia and
Austria. In this condition, Sultan Abdul Hamid I did not want or afford to oppose
the British by allying with Tipu Sultan. However, the Tipu sultan and the
Mughal emperors of the eighteenth century had cordial relations with the

Ottoman Empire.*

For over 150 years, Muslims in the subcontinent had been struggling for their
rights. The most notable of these is the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857, known as the
Indian Rebellion. This was simultaneously the period of the fall of the Mughal
Empire. Britain then experienced the hardest times in the Indian subcontinent.
They had to face strong obstacles from the Bengal region. With the support of
the Ottomans, the anti-British movement grew more substantial. However, this
movement did not see the face of success. The British government succeeded in
suppressing the sepoys’ revolt. As a result, diplomatic relations between the two
countries officially ended with the disintegration of the Mughal Empire. Since
the Muslims had no central power, the Ottomans thousands of miles away were

their last hope.*

In the early twentieth century, the pan-Islamism initiated by Sultan Abdul Hamid

Il shook the world. Pan-Islamism propaganda occupied an important position
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based on the historical relations between the Ottoman empire and the Muslim
rulers of the Indian subcontinent. Pan-Islamism propaganda greatly influenced
Muslims in the Indian subcontinent (current Muslims from India, Pakistan, and
Bangladesh), which was under British colonial rule. In addition, the Muslims of
these regions, which were persecuted by the British, saw the Ottoman caliphate
as a symbol of Islamic unity.*> When there was a war between the Ottomans and
other countries or powers, Muslims in the Indian subcontinent organized
financial aid and prayers for the Ottomans. In 1912, during the war between the
Balkan Union and the Ottoman Empire, Indian Muslims sent a team of doctors to
assist Turkey.*?

After the Ottoman defeat in the First World War, when European powers tried to
break up the Ottoman Empire, Muslims in the Indian subcontinent, including the
Bengal region, organized intense protests against the British government and
started the ‘Khilafat Movement’ to protect and re-establish the Ottoman
Caliphate.** The ‘Khilafat Movement’ issue was discussed for the first time at
the 11th session of the All India Muslim League held in Delhi on 30 December
1918. In the presidential speech of the session, Abul Kasem Fazlul Hug, who
came from the Bengal region, expressed his great concern about the attempt by
the European powers to break up the Ottoman Empire. Nevertheless, the
‘Khilafat Movement’ received support from Mahatma Gandhi, who preached
anti-British policies after the First World War. Along with other Muslims in the
Indian subcontinent, the Muslims of the Bengal region also participated in the

‘Khilafat Movement’ and played a significant role. Along with these, the Bengal
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caliphate committee collected aid from each house for the Ottoman caliphate and
his army. A receipt was given by the caliphate committee to prove every aid

collected.
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Picture 1. Receipt given to aid donors by the caliphate committee of the Bengal
region

Source: Symes 2014

The total money sent to the Ottoman army by the Indian Caliphate Committee
from December 26, 1921, to August 9, 1923, was 781,570 Turkish lira. Some of

* Symes, Peter. “Khilafat Movement Receipt.” Khilafat Movement RECEIPT, Feb. 2014,
www.pjsymes.com.au/articles/Khilafat.htm#end_1.
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this money was used in the establishment of Tiirkiye Is Banksi. The Bengal
Muslims’® sacrifice and commitment in the movement to defend the Ottoman
Empire’s integrity proved how close the relations were at that time. Although the
movement weakened after the abolition of the caliphate in Turkey on March 3,
1924, the relationship between Turkey and Indian Muslims that began in Bengal

formed a dynamic and new relationship with the new Republic of Turkey.*’

2.4. Establishment of the Republic of Turkey

The 1916 Arab Revolution weakened Turkey. By the end of 1918, the Ottoman
Empire had lost all of Arabia, except for Yemen, the present-day city of Medina
and Asir in Saudi Arabia, and parts of northern Syria-Irag. The rest of these
places also had to be handed over to Britain within three months. Although the
Ottomans annexed Georgia-Armenia-Azerbaijan in 1918, they had to give them
back due to the Treaty of Sevres (1920).48

At the beginning of the twentieth century, Turkey had undergone tremendous
changes due to various circumstances. When the First World War broke out in
1914, Turkey joined the war on behalf of Germany and was defeated. Earlier, the
Ottoman Empire suffered a major blow in the Balkan Wars (1912-1913). The
Allies (England, France, and Russia) made separate agreements with all the
states that joined Germany against the Allies in the First World War. The Allies
crippled Germany by signing the Treaty of Versailles (1919) with defeated
Germany. The treaty with the Ottoman Empire was planned to disintegrate
Ottoman Empire. After this, Sultan Mehmed VI (1861-1926) was forced to sign
the Treaty of Sévres in 1920. The Treaty of Sévres marked the beginning of the

*" Ullah, Rahmat. ‘Banglades ve Tiirkiye: Ikili Iliskilerin bir Analizi’, Sosyal ve Beseri Bilimleri
Dergisi, Vol.9, No. 1, 2017, pp.35.
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division of the Ottoman Empire, and thus the Ottoman Empire turned from a
large empire into a small one. The Treaty provoked strong reactions from the
freedom-loving and patriotic Turks. According to the agreement, most of the
territory of the Ottoman Empire was occupied by Britain and France. British rule
was established in Hejaz, Palestine, and Mesopotamia, and Syria became a

French mandate.*°

Mustafa Kemal Pasha, a nationalist leader, and general who appeared in Turkey
during the First World War, tried to protect declining Turkey from external
attacks. At that time, the failure of the Sultanate to maintain the integrity of the
Ottoman Empire and its subsequent failure to take appropriate action in the war
against the Greeks caused the people to lose trust in the Sultanate. On the other
hand, the Grand National Assembly, under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal,
became popular all over Turkey. Meanwhile, in Anatolia, the Kemalists
continued to popularize anti-Sultanate doctrines. Mustafa Kemal and his
followers continued to preach that a national government should be formed by
breaking the central structure of the dilapidated caliphate and Sultanate to
prevent the country’s integrity. Given this, on November 1, 1922, in the session
of the Grand National Assembly, there was a protracted_discussion on dual

administration.>

Mustafa Kemal’s numerous military and political capacities saved Turkey from
destruction. He was later awarded the title of Atatlirk (Father of the Turkish
Nation) for his essential contribution to the defense of Turkey’s independence
and sovereignty. Turkey proceeded to a critical turning point between the Treaty
of Seévres of 1920 and the Treaty of Luzon of 1923. Atatiirk was planning to

defend Turkey in Anatolia when Turkey was confronted by a hateful conspiracy
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by the Allies after the first World War. While the Ottoman Empire was under
siege in Istanbul on the western edge of Turkey, Mustafa Kemal continued to
strengthen his position in eastern Anatolia through various activities. Meanwhile,
a new political organization, Turkish National Movement, was established in
Anatolia under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal.>* Atatirk was the major
spokesperson, public personality, and military leader of the movement, which
sought to unite autonomous movements to form a unified voice across the
country. During this time, Kemal’s political ideology and thought became very
popular in Anatolia. In 1919, Kamal was elected president of a session of the
movement. Later, in the 1920 National Assembly elections, the Turkish National
Movement won the majority. Shortly afterward, Mustafa Kamal was elected
Speaker of the Grand National Assembly. During this time, the Sultanate’s
silence and Mustafa Kemal’s decisive role in defending Turkey made Mustafa
Kemal and the Grand National Assembly more trustworthy and popular among
the Turkish people than the Sultanate and Caliphate. Gradually, instead of the
Istanbul-centric sultanate, Anatolia’s Ankara-centric Grand National Assembly
began to represent Turkey. Thus, the popularity of Mustafa Kemal and the
Turkish Grand National Assembly gradually increased throughout Turkey.>?

On 24 July 1923 Treaty of Lausanne was signed. In this treaty, Turkey was
represented by the Grand National Assembly. The Treaty of Lausanne was a
turning point in Turkish history. The Sultanate had already collapsed in 1922,
although the caliphate still existed. The Treaty of Lausanne gave Turkey some
relief from the Treaty of Sévres. As a result of this agreement, Turkey’s
sovereignty was established in all parts of present-day Turkey and gained
international recognition. On 13 October 1923, the Grand National Assembly

o MacFie, A. L. “British Views of the Turkish National Movement in Anatolia, 1919-22.”
Middle Eastern Studies, vol. 38, no. 3, 2002, pp. 27-46.

%2 Giritli, ismet, Kemalist Devrim ve Ideolojisi, Istanbul Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi Yaymn,
Istanbul 1980.
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declared Turkey a republic. Following this declaration, Turkey became an
independent and sovereign republic. Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk was elected
President of the newly formed Republic, and Ismet indnii was elected Prime
Minister. Atatiirk turned post-Ottoman Turkey into a Western state through some

reforms.>

2.5. Turkish-Bengali Relations During Ataturk’s Period

The Bengali Muslims’ sacrifice and dedication in the movement to defend the
Ottoman Empire’s integrity proved how connected the two countries were at the
time. However, in order to understand the Bengali-Turkish relations in Atatiirk’s
period, first of all, Atatiirk’s perspective on foreign policy should be known. It is
seen that after the announcement of the Republic of Turkey on October 29, 1923,
the land was freed from occupation, and a new order was tried to be established
in the country. The Turkish foreign policy of the Atatiirk period includes the
agreements and works made to establish the Republic of Turkey and the survival
of this republic since the end of the wars. For this reason, the Turkish foreign
policy of the Atatiirk period, which is very important for the Republic of Turkey,
shaped the country’s future. Turkish Foreign Policy during the Atatiirk’s era was
shaped within the framework of the sensitivity of keeping western imperialist
states away from regional problems in order to maintain the dominant political
existence of Turkey and its neighbors. For this purpose, Turkey pioneered
alliances that brought together the region’s states, such as the Balkan Pact in the

west and the Saadabad Pact in the east.>

53 Irmak, Sadi, Atatiirk Devrimleri Tarihi, Yap1 ve Kredi Bankas1 Yayini, 1981.

> Bagaran, Dogacan. “Atatiirck Donemi Tiirk Dis Politikasinda Savunmact Realizm Anlayisi ve
Ugiincii Diinyacilik’’. Hacettepe Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, vol. 2, no. 1, 2020, pp. 83-
99.
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Under Atatiirk’s leadership, Turkish Foreign Policy is based on protecting its
own territorial integrity and gaining independence. In short, Turkish foreign
policy has come from the point of having global claims to the point of being
modest, the only purpose of protecting the borders of the nation-state and
maintaining its existence. Atatlirk desired other states to respect Turkey’s
national sovereignty and territorial integrity. It has been in favor of living in
friendly relations with states that only respect the principle of equality of states
and do not interfere in their internal affairs. In this context, Atatiirk, who argued
that peace would benefit every state, shaped Turkish foreign policy particularly
in line with the principle of “Peace at home, peace in the world.”™

Turkish foreign policy in Atatiirk’s period should be seen as an effort to adapt to
regional and universal changes within the framework of foreign policy towards
the West.*® Atatiirk wanted to make Turkey a modern and western country;
therefore, he made many reforms to westernize the Turkish state and society. He
established a foreign policy in line with the standards of Western civilization,
and his sincere desire was to see Turkey among the Western countries.
Consequently, during Atatiirk’s era, Turkey has turned its face from East to
West, internally and externally.®” In addition, Turkish foreign policy of the
period was, on the one hand, to obtain money and weapon aid in order to ensure
the survival of the newly established Republic, and on the other hand, to make
agreements with the Western countries to fortify Turkey’s national borders.>®

*® Ding, Sait, Atatiirk Doneminde (1920- 1938) Tiirk Dis Politikasinda Gelismelere Genel Bir
Bakais; ikili ve Cok uluslu liskiler.
http://turkoloji.cu.edu.tr/ATATURK/arastirmalar/sait_dinc_ataturk_donemi_turk_dis_politikasi.
pdf.

*® Sandar Oral. Tiirkiye nin Dis Politikas1. Ankara: imge, 2006.

¥ Cahs, Saban, Bagci, Hiiseyin. “Atatiirk’s Foreign Policy Understanding And Application”.
Sosyal Ekonomik Arastirmalar Dergisi, 3 (6), 2003, pp. 195-228.

% Yildirim, Bilal. “Tiirkiye Dis Politikas:: Ilkeler, Aktorler, Uygulamalar”. Tiirkiye Ortadogu
Calismalar1 Dergisi 1, 2014, pp. 183-189.
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Atatlirk’s foreign policy was realistic and aimed to stay away from adventurism.
While determining the foreign policy in the founding period of Turkey, national
and international realities were considered, and Turkey preserved its
independence and sovereignty thanks to its realistic foreign policy. The marks in
the National Pact were set realistically. The externalization of Pan-Islamist and
Pan-Turkish policies was the consequence of the realistic policies of Atatiirk.>®
The most crucial element for Atatiirk was the absolute independence of the state.
This independence, according to Atatiirk, was political, economic, financial,
military, and cultural, and these could not be compromised. He stated, “When it
is called complete independence, it means full independence and freedom in all
matters such as political, financial, economic, judicial, military, cultural, and
similar. Deprivation of independence in any of the above-mentioned means

depriving all independence of the nation and country in the real sense”.®°

Atatlirk’s foreign policy was based on peace. The principle of ‘‘Peace at home,
peace in the world”’ indicates the value of peace for Atatiirk. The best example
of this was given during the years of the war of independence. Even in war
environments, every endeavor was made to ensure peace through negotiations.®*
However, this attitude does not mean maintaining peace at all costs. As it was
evident during the War of Independence, Atatiirk showed that Turkey would
approve of peace provided that the primary goals and rights were achieved.
Atatiirk believed that the young Turkish Republic should take the necessary
security measures to defend itself against threats from external; therefore, he

built military and economic reforms on strong foundations based on the Turkish

5 Gonlibol, Mehmet. Atatiirk’in Dis Politikasi: Amaglar ve Ilkeler, (Atatiirk Yolu adli kitaptan
ayr1 basi), Istanbul, Giin Matbaasi, 1981, pp. 258.

% Balikel, Ali Eren, and Olgekgiler Fatih. Teorik ¢ercevede ge¢misten giiniimiize Tiirkiye dis,
Politikas1. Kerasus, 2017, pp. 46.

% Ibid., p.47
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nation’s own potency. It aims to ensure the country’s security by establishing
alliances for the establishment and security of regional peace in matters where
power may be insufficient to guarantee the country’s own security. Atatiirk also
formed the necessary alliances for this purpose and assumed an influential role in
the balance policy carried out at the international level.®

The Bengal Muslims expressed the same compassion and love for Turkey after
the caliphate was abolished on March 3, 1924. Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk, the
heroic leader of the Turkish War of Independence, was the hope of salvation for
the people of Bengal, as well as for all colonial peoples. He had been accepted as
a leader by all the peoples of Asia and Africa who had strived for liberation,
taken up arms, and fought. The national leaders, who unfurled the flag of
liberation and independence against Western colonialism, tried to take Mustafa
Kemal Atatiirk as an example and follow in his footsteps. Having destroyed the
myth of the invincibility of Western imperialism, Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk was a
hero in the eyes of the peoples of Asia and Africa. He was a great man who was

also respected, beloved, and glorified in Bengal.®

Kazi Nazrul Islam’s poem “Kamal Pasha” by a Bengali poet shows love and
affection towards Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk, which made him a symbol of the anti-
British movement in India. Nazrul Islam was a “rebel poet” who succeeded in
establishing a throne in the hearts of all Indian youth who fought for
independence by forming a united front against British colonialism regardless of

religion, sect, and ethnicity. As Nehru said, Nazrul Islam set the Turkish soldier

%2 Ibid., p.48.

% Davaz, Kemal Ozcan. “Kemal Pasa Adli Destan-Siirin Yazari Banglades Milli Sairi Gazi
Nazriil Islam Dogumunun 100. Yilinda.” Atatiirk Arastrma Merkezi, 1999, www.atam.gov.tr/wp-
content/uploads/K.-%c3%96zcan-DAV AZ-Kemal-Pa%c5%9fa-Adl%c4%b1-Destan-
%c5%09eiirin-Yazar%c4%b1-Banglade%c5%9f-Milli-%c5%9eairi-Gazi-Nazr%c3%bcl-
%c4%b0s1%c3%a2m-Do%c4%9fumunun-100.-Y %c4%b11%c4%b1nda. pdf

(Accessed 23.1.2022).
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as an example to all Indian freedom fighters and first introduced and popularized

Mustafa Kemal Pasha as an exemplary hero.*

Atatiirk’s untimely death deeply shook the peoples of Asia and Africa, as well as
the people of Bengal. Bengal seemed to have lost its leader. The Bengal people
wept bitterly over Atatiirk’s death with the Turkish nation. The people of
yesterday’s Bengal and today’s Bangladesh truly mourned for Ataturk
collectively. Condolences are conveyed to the Turkish people. While sharing the
mourning of the Turkish nation, the Bengali writers also called for the memory
of Atatiirk to be kept alive. Mustafa Kemal’s and the War of Independence’s
impact on Bengal does not stop there. For example, only 54 days after Mustafa
Kemal’s death on 10 November 1938, and the news of his death reaching Dhaka,
a high school named ““Atatiirk Model High School” was opened for the first time
in Bangladesh on 6 January 1939.%

Although the Bengalis expressed their love for Atatiirk, Turkey did not show
interest in relations with Bengal at that time. Because Bengal and India were
under the control of the British colony. Furthermore, Atatiirk wanted to make
Turkey a modern state, and therefore his foreign policy had turned towards the
west. However, relations with the Republic of Turkey, which was established
after the War of Independence, were maintained in the form of agreements and
visits. Turkey-India relations during the Atatiirk Period continued in a very
sincere and friendly manner. During the Atatiirk period, Turkey had an
extraordinary influence and reliability in the eyes of the eastern nations and
governments and set a model for them on the way to reach modern civilization,

at which point Atatiirk’s universal personality comes to the fore. The closeness

64 Tevetoglu, Dr. Fetih. “Tirk’e ve Atatiirk’e Tutkun Sair: Gazi Nazrul islam.” Anasayfa,
https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/download/article-file/1833390 (Accessed 23.1.2022).

% Simsir, Bilal N. “Dogu Bengal’de ‘Atatiirk LISESI.”” Belleten, vol. 43, no. 170, 1979, pp. 415-
426.
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of Indian Muslims to Turkey stems from the fact that they feel religiously

connected to Turkey.®®

2.6. Establishment of the East Pakistan

There have been several changes in Indian politics since the beginning of the
twentieth century. Besides showing loyalty and cooperation to the British, there
was an awareness among the Indians about the realization of their own interests
and rights. During the period 1905-1947, the history of East India and
Bangladesh progressed at a different pace. At this time, religious nationalism
was gaining momentum in both the Hindu and Muslim communities. The
Muslim nationalism that emerged among the Muslims and the Hindu religious
nationalism of the Hindus disrupted the harmony between the two communities.
As a result of religious detachment, the two communities gradually drifted away
from each other. Consequently, after the partition of Bengal in 1905, it did not

take long for the issue to take a religious form.

The foundation of East Pakistan was laid through the Partition of Bengal. The
Partition of Bengal (1905) was a provincial reorganization of the Bengal
Presidency executed by the authorities of the British Raj. Bengal was divided
into eastern and western sectors in 1905 by the British governor-general, Lord
George Curzon (1859-1925), to develop administrative control of the vast and
populated province. Curzon formed Eastern Bengal and Assam as a new
province, with Dhaka as its capital. At that time, West Bengal was an old
province whose capital was Calcutta (now Kolkata), also the capital of British

India.®’

% Duman, Selguk. “Atatiirk Dénemi Tiirkiye-Hindistan Iliskileri.” Turkish Studies, vol. 9, no. 4,
2014, pp. 389-399.
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The newly formed province was rich in natural resources and the heart of the
Eastern economy, where Muslims were the majority. East Bengal’s long-
neglected Muslim population made significant progress in education and
communication over the next few years. Many Bengali Muslims saw the
partition as the first recognition of their cultural and political separation from the
Hindu majority population. However, The Partition of Bengal caused a headache
for the educated and predominantly Hindu upper class of Kolkata. The Indian
National Congress, a Hindu-dominated political organization, founded in 1885
and backed by the Kolkata aristocracy, launched a well-planned campaign
against Curzon, condemning him of trying to weaken the Bengal-led nationalist
movement. West Bengal Hindus accused that this partition would make them a

minority in a province.®

Hindus were enraged at what they saw as a “divide and rule” policy, despite
Curzon’s assurances that it would increase administrative efficiency. Holding the
Hindu extremists to a small province and calling it a “blow to national unity”
further intensified the hostility. The slogans of “establishment of Muslim
authority,” “British government’s bias towards Muslims,” and “Holy Bengal is
divided into two parts” became poisonous in the atmosphere of harmony in

Bengal.*®

The key reason for the opposition to this newly formed province was the Muslim
majority. Due to Kolkata being the capital, Hindus had a majority in various
administrative posts, but their dominance in the newly formed province was lost.
Because of the Muslim majority in the new Bengal province, the Muslims were

liberated from the subjugation and defeat of the Hindus for hundreds of years.

% Worden, Robert L., and James Heitzman. Bangladesh- a Country Study. U.S. Gov. Print. Off.,
1989.
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They got back the right to speak about their rights that they did not have earlier.
Following this, the people of Bengal began to turn out to be politically aware.
The Partition of Bengal and the formation of a new province in 1905 caused a
great stir in the Muslim community in East Bengal. These developments reached
Dhaka. They had been an impact on various fields, including trade, commerce,
and education. An account of progress in education shows that in the five years
from 1905-1911, the number of Muslim students increased by 35%. Especially
for educated Muslims, the path to increasing economic, political, and educational
benefits became easier. However, in 1911, due to opposition and strong
movement from the Hindu community, the partition of Bengal was canceled in
just six years. The tension between the Hindu community and the British
government disappeared with the abolition of the Partition of Bengal.

Nevertheless, after the abolition, the Muslims lost faith and trust in the British.”®

The All-India Muslim League (known as the Muslim League), the new Muslim
political party founded in 1906 after the partition of Bengal, became the sole
spokesperson for the interests of Muslims. On the other hand, Congress became
the spokesperson of the Hindus. However, there was a central rivalry between
both the Muslim League and the Congress against the Bengal leadership, which
began to deteriorate in the 1940s.”* Hindu-Muslim unity (1916-1922) was
established for a short time, and there was also a unified movement for self-rule.
This unity was against the British Government’s policy of divide and rule in
India. However, the union broke down again with the emergence of the
possibility of election under the Government of India Act in 1935. Political
consciousness arose among the Muslims. Because of the Muslim majority in

Bengal, the establishment of provincial autonomy under this Act saw an

® Ray, Anil Baran. “Communal Attitudes to British Policy: The Case of the Partition of Bengal
1905.” Social Scientist, vol. 6, no. 5, 1977, pp. 34—46.

"Schendel, Willem Van. A History of Bangladesh. Cambridge University Press, 2009. p. 79-87.
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opportunity for Muslim leaders to establish political dominance in the province
and opportunities for public improvement. A.K. Fazlul Huq (1873-1962) formed
the cabinet after winning the 1937 elections. Then a decade later, (until 1947),

Muslim leaders formed a cabinet.”

This time is crucial in the history of Bengal and India. During this time, the
Muslim community emerged and flourished in politics. In 1940, the Muslim
League and Muslim leaders demanded a separate state for Muslims through the
Lahore Resolution, known as the Pakistan proposal. The Lahore resolution
ensured the division of religion-centered India. However, at the last moment, a
section of the Hindu-Muslim leaders of Bengal tried to prevent the partition of
India by establishing a united Bengal. Nonetheless, it failed due to the lack of
cooperation of the central leaders of the Congress and the Muslim League, and in
August 1947, India and Bengal were finally partitioned. East Bengal became part
of Pakistan, and West Bengal became part of India. Later, East Bengal was

renamed East Pakistan.”®

2.7. Turkey-Pakistan Relations During the 1947-1971

Relations with Pakistan, one of the most populated countries in the Islamic world
and the only Muslim country with nuclear weapons, are gaining importance. The
two countries have long had close and good relations. When it declared its
independence from Britain in 1947, Turkey was the first state to recognize
Pakistan. During the Cold War, the two countries wanted to form a bloc against
communism with the Baghdad Pact, and together they resisted the invasion of
Afghanistan by Soviet Russia. In addition, it is an essential advantage for Turkey

"2 Aiyar, Sana. “Fazlul Huq, Region and Religion in Bengal: The Forgotten Alternative of 1940-
43.” Modern Asian Studies, vol. 42, no. 6, 2008, pp. 1213-1249.
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that the administration, which Central Asian Turks dominate, has common
cultural and religious values due to the spread of Islam in the Indian continent.
The closeness of Turkey and Pakistan as states and peoples has been
demonstrated by mutual support in every natural disaster or crisis experienced
until today. With a population of around 215 million, Pakistan has an important
place in Asian geopolitics. For this reason, since both countries were dealing
with military coups, their peoples experienced oppression and poverty. Bilateral,
regional cooperation creates an effect that connects Asia and Europe, the
Mediterranean and the Pacific. However, although the economic relations
between the two countries are not at a sufficient level, they are gradually
spreading to fields such as education, security, and tourism. Especially in the
military education and defense industry, many collaborations will be even more

critical in the chaotic period we are going through.”

2.8. Establishment of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

The formation of Bangladesh was proposed before the creation of Pakistan,
which is famous in history, and the people of Bengal made the greatest
contribution to the establishment of Pakistan. The state of Pakistan was formed
in 1947 in response to the strong demands of the people of Bengal. Before
Pakistan, the demand for a united Bengal as an independent state arose in 1947,
which did not materialize later. As a result, subsequent political differences,
inequality, power-sharing, and unethical interventions led to the creation of a
new state called Bangladesh.

The Muslim League, which played a significant role in the formation of
Pakistan, came to power in Pakistan. Autocratic attitudes of various leaders
began to emerge in the formulation of political policy. The decision-making

body consisting of the central provincial councilors of the Muslim League was

™ Uysal, Ahmet. “Tiirkiye ve Islam Diinyast iligkileri.” Cihanniima,
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kept immobile without any meeting. Even during the formation of the
constitution, some proposals were made to show the people, which were actually
captive in the hands of their own people. The expression of authoritarian attitude
in the party and administrative work caused much opposition. But high-ranking
leaders have regarded the Muslim League as a single national institution since
the founding of Pakistan. Some people tried to develop the concept that
“opposition to the Muslim League means opposition to Pakistan” and
“opposition to Pakistan means opposed to Islam,” that is, hostility to the Muslim
League equals opposition to Islam. Suddenly the center of all things and
power began to revolve around Pakistan, but the doors of the government and the
Muslim League were closed for the people of Bengal who contributed so much

during the independence.”

All these political problems exacerbated the situation, especially when the
decision was made to exclude a language as rich as Bangla from the state
language. From the beginning of the twentieth century, the Bangla language had
absolute dominance in terms of the subcontinent’s speaking population. Bangla
was the famous language of the entire Indian subcontinent in terms of history,
tradition, and culture. Demographically in 1900, more than 100 million people
spoke Bangla. Dr. Mohammad Shahidullah (1885-1969) declared at a meeting in
1918 that he was in favor of making Bangla the state language of India at that
time and said: “Why only India, the Bangla language will have the highest place
in all the Asian continents. The Bangla language is unique among the Asian

language groups in terms of thought resources and literature.”’®
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From a historical point of view, at that time, Bangla was the greatest of all the
provincial languages. But this issue was entirely disregarded by the then rulers of
Pakistan. The recognition of Bangla as a state language could have further
strengthened the unity of the Pakistani state, but the rude mentality of the
Pakistani ruling class prevented this. When Urdu was recognized as the state
language in 1947, the people of East Pakistan saw it as a blow to their own
existence as Bangla was not given any status. In Pakistan, at that time, 56% of
people spoke Bangla. The ruling class’s domination further weakened the
ideological basis of the Pakistani state; therefore, language-based Bangladeshi
nationalism became popular throughout the Bengal province. The ruling party’s
firing on the students protesting for the state language on February 21, 1952,
complicated the matter forever. The people of Bengal wanted recognition of
Bangla as the state language along with Urdu. No one had any objections to
Urdu. Deprivation of a nation’s language rights resulted in the birth of a new

country on the world map.”

After Jinnah’s (1st Governor-General of Pakistan) sudden death on 11
September 1948, East Bengal Prime Minister Khawaja Nazimuddin (1894-1964)
was appointed as the Governor-General of Pakistan, and Liaquat Ali Khan
(1896-1951) became the Prime Minister. In 1951, Ayub Khan (1907-1974) was
appointed Chief of Army Staff. Khawaja Nazimuddin was elected Prime
Minister when Liaquat Ali was assassinated on 16 October 1951. The United
Front, led by Fazlul Huq (1873-1962), won the 1954 election with a massive
vote, and formed a cabinet. However, that cabinet did not last long. Ayub Khan,
the army chief, came to power in 1958 amid a shift in power and a political
crisis. Ayub Khan made his debut as President in the 1960 votes of confidence.
In the Meantime, when public opinion was formed against the army rule, in
January 1961, Ayub Khan arrested Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy (1892-1963),

" Rahman, Syedur, and Craig Baxter. Historical Dictionary of Bangladesh. Scarecrow Press,
2010. pp. 53.

41



one of the leaders of Bengal. The presidential system was introduced on March
1, 1972. The following month, on 27 April, Sher-e-Bangla Fazlul Huq died. The
‘death procession’ of the people of Dhaka with his body started the anti-
authoritarian movement. Martial law was finally lifted on 6 June, and Ayub
Khan was re-elected president. When the ban on all political parties was lifted on
July 14, the political arena became heated again. The whole of Pakistan
reawakened in the movement to save democracy centered on Suhrawardy.
Shortly after Suhrawardy’s mysterious death in a hotel in Beirut on December 5,
1963, the Awami League was revived on January 25, 1964, under the leadership
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman (1920-1975).”

Great frictions arose between the two countries, which are 1000 miles apart, due
to political disagreements, rights violations, and inequality. Geographically, it
was impossible for the two countries to coexist. The reality is that the two
countries had to be divided but staying together as one country for 23 years came
as a surprise to many. Economic reasons also became intense. Although Dhaka
was the economic hub of Pakistan, there were numerous inequities throughout
the country, particularly the ruling class’s reluctance to develop the Bengal
region. During the Indo-Pakistani War in 1965, the East Bengal Regiment
soldiers gained fame everywhere in Pakistan for their unprecedented sacrifices
and bravery in the struggle for national defense. In this war, the consciousness of
Islam and the Muslim nation was revived. Many began to dream of a new
constitutional state. The extraordinary success of the Bengal Army in the
airspace shook all of Pakistan, the effects of which were widely observed at the

national level.”®
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Sheikh Mujibur Rahman called for a six-point program at the All-Party National
Conference in Lahore in 1966. Pakistan’s politics was divided over the six-point
question. It created a great reaction not only in the government but also among
the opposition parties. Many parties fighting in the context of the fair rights issue
in East Pakistan termed these six points as separatist initiatives. Abdul Hamid
Khan Bhashani (1880-1976), known as Maulana Bhasani, the leader of the
Bengali people, was also fiercely opposed to the six-point program and in June
of that year called for a counter movement based on a 14-point program. On the
Six-point question, the politics of East Pakistan were divided into two parts. In
this heated situation, in 1968, Ayub Khan’s government filed a lawsuit against
East Pakistani leaders, including Sheikh Mujib, alleging separation of East

Pakistan, known as the Agartala Conspiracy Case.®

Ayub Khan’s policy of repression eventually became unbearable, so a movement
consisting of the Pakistan Democratic Movement, the six-point Awami League,
the pro-Moscow NAP, and the Pakistan Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam was called to
defend democracy. In the face of this bloody mass uprising, which had been
going on since January 7, 1969, Ayub Khan was finally forced to resign on
March 25 and handed over power to Army Chief Yahya Khan (1917-1980).
General Yahya Khan imposed martial law and dissolved the cabinet. He
announced the start of public political activities from 1 January 1970 and
declared that the National Assembly elections would be held on October 5, 1970.
However, with the lifting of the political ban, the popularity of the Awami
League skyrocketed among the people of Bengal. National and provincial
elections were held on 6 and 17 December 1970. In the elections, the Awami
League won all the seats in East Pakistan (Bangladesh) except for two seats in

the National Assembly. Out of 310 seats in the provincial council, 298 went to

80 Hasan, K. Sarwar. “Political Background of The East Pakistan Crisis.” Pakistan Horizon, vol.
24, no. 2, 1971, pp. 3-12.

43



the hand of the Awami League. On the other hand, Bhutto’s People’s Party won

most of the seats in West Pakistan.

As a result of the Awami League’s monopoly on voting throughout Pakistan,
General Yahya Khan came to Dhaka and declared Sheikh Mujibur Rahman a
“potential Prime Minister of Pakistan.” The handover of power to Sheikh Mujib
was a matter of time. At that time, however, a new era of a conspiracy began in
Pakistani politics. A kind of inferiority began to work between the military and
civilian bureaucrats and rulers of Pakistan regarding the transfer of power to the
hand of the Awami League. They supported Zulfikar Ali Bhutto (1928-1979) to
become Prime Minister. Bhutto completely unjustly opposed the transfer of

power to the Awami League and demanded an equal share in power.®?

Almost all leaders of West Pakistan condemned this unethical claim of Bhutto.
However, Yahya Khan bowed to Bhutto’s pressure and postponed the March 3
session of the National Assembly. The decision sparked protests among the
people of East Pakistan. The non-cooperation movement started all over
Bangladesh. The entire civil administration continued to be run under the
direction of Sheikh Mujib. This non-cooperation movement has a massive
impact on Pakistan’s economy, as a large part of Pakistan’s economy depended
on Bangladesh. Seeing no other option, Bhutto and Yahya Khan came to Dhaka
on March 15 and held meetings with Sheikh Mujib for several days in a row.
While the whole country was waiting for the outcome of the talks, the Pakistani

rulers launched a military operation on March 25 to quell the insurgency. The

81 Hossain, Mokerrom. “Bangladesh War of Independence: A Moral Issue.” Economic and
Political Weekly, vol. 44, no. 5, 2009, pp. 26-29.

8 |hid.

44



military arrested Sheikh Mujib, a possible prime minister of Pakistan, and took

him to Pakistan on the same night.®®

Long-standing anger erupted among the Bangladeshi army as well. On March
26, Major Ziaur Rahman (1936-1981) declared independence through radio. As a
result, the East Bengal Regiment, the Police, and the Ansar spontaneously
resisted the military operation. Demands for independence spread like wildfire
throughout Bangladesh in response to the Pakistani army’s surprise attacks on
unarmed Bangladeshis, indiscriminate killings, and barbarism. Pakistani forces
were forced to surrender with the support of India after a long 9-month war.
Eventually, on December 16, 1971, a new country appeared on the world map

named Bangladesh.®*
2.9. Conclusion

To conclude, this chapter explored the relations between Turk and Bengal since
the first Turkish commander arrived in Bengal. These two nations maintained
their relations at different times. Therefore, Historical cases and examples were
used to make a comprehensive and proper discussion to analyze their relations.
This chapter shows that both nations later became two republics and maintained
their relations as independent countries. In the following chapters, Turkey-
Bangladesh diplomatic, security, economic and socio-cultural dimensions will be

discussed.

8 Ludden, David. “The Politics of Independence in Bangladesh.” Economic and Political
Weekly, vol. 46, no. 35, 2011, pp. 79-85.

& Ibid., p. 79.
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CHAPTER 3

MAJOR DIMENSIONS IN TURKEY-BANGLADESH BILATERAL
RELATIONS

3.1. Introduction

Official relations between Turkey and Bangladesh started in 1974 after Turkey
recognized Bangladesh. Although relations between the two countries continue
in their regular course, diplomatic, economic, defense, and cultural relations
between the two countries have expanded since 2010. This chapter will discuss
the factors behind the recent development of Turkey-Bangladesh relations,

concentrating on diplomatic, security, economic, and socio-cultural dimensions.
3.2. Diplomatic and Political Dimensions

Diplomatic relations between Turkey and Bangladesh started when Turkey
officially recognized Bangladesh on February 22, 1974. The establishment of
diplomatic relations with Bangladesh and the opening of the Embassy in
Bangladesh was decided by the Council of Ministers on April 9, 1974. As a
result, Turkey opened an Embassy in Dhaka in 1976, and Bangladesh opened an
Embassy in Ankara in 1981.%° According to Giirol Baba, it is impossible to say
that Turkey-Bangladesh relations have been intense and robust in the field of
foreign policy. Because, until the AKP’s policy change, Turkey’s foreign policy

was mostly focused on the West-centric rather than the Asia-Pacific region.®®

8 Sansir, Serdar. “Tiirkiye’nin Banglades’i Tammasi ve Tiirkiye-Banglades Iliskilerinin ilk
Yillar1 (1974-1980)”. Tarih Arastirmalar: Dergisi 38, 2019. p. 565-594.

8 Baba, Giirol. <“The Waves of Turkey’s Proactive Foreign Policy Hitting South-Asian Coasts:
Turkey-Bangladesh Relations.’” Journal of Administrative Sciences, vol.15, n0.30. p. 573-584.
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However, in August 2019, Foreign Minister Mevliit Cavusoglu introduced the

“Asia Anew” initiative, signaling Ankara’s desire to be more effective in Asia.?’

Diplomatic relations between Turkey and Bangladesh developed with the official
visit of the then President of Bangladesh Ziaur Rahman to Ankara in 1978. Ziaur
Rahman met with the then Prime Minister of Turkey, Biilent Ecevit, and said in a
statement at the end of the visit, “This brief visit was very successful, and we
have agreed to improve our relations in various fields.” “We have agreed to
support each other in the international arena because we have the same views on
various international issues,” he added.®® Bangladesh supported Turkish
dissertations in the international arena, especially on issues such as Cyprus,
Continental Shelf, and Economic Zone Delimitation. For example, Bangladesh
President Mujibur Rahman visited Egypt in November 1974. At the end of the
visit, the Cyprus problem was mentioned in the joint statement published on
behalf of the two countries, and it was stated that Egypt and Bangladesh were in
favor of a solution based on the island’s independence and territorial integrity, as

well as the protection of both communities’ rights.®

The official visit of the high-level officials of the two countries has nourished
further strengthen relations. Kenan Evren, the then President of Turkey, in 1982,
and 1986, then Prime Minister Turgut Ozal visited Bangladesh. In addition, in
1997, the then President of Turkey, Silleyman Demirel, attended the silver

anniversary (25 years) celebrations of Bangladesh’s independence with Nelson

8 Temmuz Yigit Bezmez and Selma Bardakci for The Diplomat. “Turkey’s Turn to the Asia-
Pacific.” The Diplomat, 23 Sept. 2020, https://thediplomat.com/2020/09/turkeys-turn-to-the-asia-
pacific/, (accessed 22.09.2021).

8 Milliyet, 5.10.1978, p. 1, 3-4.

8 Cumhuriyet, 12.11.1974, p. 1, 7.
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Mandela and Yasser Arafat.”° In that year, Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina visited Turkey at the founding Summit of D-8 (Developing-8), an
economic cooperation initiative established in 1997 under the leadership of
Turkish Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan. Following this, President of Turkey
Siileyman Demirel attended the “Second Summit Meeting” of the heads of state
and government of eight “D-8" member countries in Bangladesh in March 1999.
In October of the same year, the then President of Bangladesh, Shahabuddin
Ahmed, also visited Turkey.®® Later, Bangladesh President Zillur Rahman visited
Turkey on 7-10 November 2009 upon the invitation by President Abdullah Giil
to attend the Standing Committee for Economic and Commercial Cooperation of
the Organization of the Islamic Cooperation (COMCEC). Following these visits,
various agreements were made between Turkey and Bangladesh until 2009.
Trade, economic and technical cooperation, culture, military education and
training, banking, shipping, and double taxation are all covered by the
agreements. In 2007, the Turkey-Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and

Industry was founded.*

President of Turkey Abdullah Giil visited Bangladesh on 12-13 February as part
of Turkey’s Asian opening in 2010. During this visit, the authorities of Turkey
and Bangladesh decided to establish a Turkey-Bangladesh Business Council to

develop bilateral trade and industrial cooperation.”® After that, on 13-14

% Rashid, Harun Ur. International Relations and Bangladesh. The University Press Limited,
2015. p. 350.

%L Ullah, Rahmat. ‘Banglades ve Tiirkiye: Ikili Iliskilerin bir Analizi’, Sosyal ve Beseri Bilimleri
Dergisi, Vol.9, No. 1, 2017, pp. 37.

% Baba, Giirol. “The Waves of Turkey’s Proactive Foreign Policy Hitting South-Asian Coasts:
Turkey-Bangladesh Relations.” Journal of Administrative Sciences, vol.15, no.30. pp. 579.

% “Turkey-Bangladesh Relations.” Republic of Turkey Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
https://www.mfa.gov.tr/turkey%E2%80%93bangladesh-relations.en.mfa, (accessed 23.09.2021).
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November 2010, Turkey’s then Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan visited
Bangladesh and became the first Turkish Prime Minister to visit Bangladesh
after 21 vyears. Thus, high-level visits to Bangladesh by two prominent
individuals in the same year contributed to the consolidation of relations between
Turkey and Bangladesh. During the bilateral meeting, joint decisions were taken
between the two countries on health, training, tourism, and defense industry. In
addition, both countries pledged to work closely in various international forums
to combat all forms of terrorism and maintain world peace and security.®* As a
result of this visit, Turkish Airlines has started direct flights between Dhaka and
Istanbul since December 2010. In addition, the bilateral trade volume, which was
only 47 million dollars in 2002 thanks to high-level visits, reached 658 million
dollars in 2009, and this figure is expected to reach 3 billion dollars by 2015.%

Although the trade relations between Turkey and Bangladesh could not reach 3
billion dollars by 2015, Import and Export values doubled in 2016, and the trade
volume increased to 1 billion dollars. According to Gur6l Baba, the visit of
Recep Tayyip Erdogan is a clear depiction of AKP’s proactivity in Bangladesh.
His arguments and agenda revealed that Turkey’s new foreign policy is trade
oriented. Therefore, Erdogan did not open up the problematic issues of the past,
namely, the problems between Pakistan and Bangladesh but used cultural
partnerships to achieve greater commercial output. Moreover, this visit was also
welcomed by Bangladeshi government. As a continuation of this, Bangladesh
Prime minister Sheikh Hasina and the former Foreign Minister Dipu Moni
visited Turkey to join the Fourth UN Conference on the Least Developed
Countries between 9-13 May 2011. On the summit occasion, Turkey-Bangladesh
Business Council was appointed as the official actor to strengthen bilateral trade

% Kaler Kantho, Agreement with Turkey on health cooperation, 14 Nov. 2010,
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and industrial cooperation, primarily by increasing the presence and network of

Turkish companies in Bangladesh.*®

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina paid an official visit to Turkey on 10-
13 April 2012 at the invitation of Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan. During
this visit, the signing of seven agreements between the two countries added a
new dimension to bilateral relations. The agreement on cooperation in customs
matters was signed by the Minister of Customs and Trade Hayati Yazici, and the
agreement on mutual promotion and protection of investments was signed by the
Minister of Industry and Technology Nihat Ergiin. While the Minister of Food,
Agriculture and Livestock Mehdi Eker signed the scientific and technical
cooperation agreement in the field of agriculture; Foreign Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu signed the agreement on the abolition of visas in diplomatic, official,
service, and special passports and Turkey’s declaration of intent to join the
International Jute Working Group. In addition, during the same visit, a sister city
protocol was signed between the cities of Konya and Sylhet, and the mayors of

the two cities also signed the agreement.”’

Turkey-Bangladesh diplomatic relations were strained between 2012 and 2016
when Turkey strongly condemned the execution of the leaders of Jamaat-e-
Islami, the largest Islamist party in Bangladesh. However, relations between the
two countries quickly revived when Bangladesh condemned the attempted coup
to overthrow Erdogan’s government on July 15, 2016. Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina sent a message of support to Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan. Sheikh Hasina expressed sincere condolences for the people
who lost their lives, backed the democratically elected government and the rule

of law. Yet, despite the political setbacks between the two countries,

% Baba, Giirol. “The Waves of Turkey’s Proactive Foreign Policy Hitting South-Asian Coasts:
Turkey-Bangladesh Relations.” Journal of Administrative Sciences, vol.15, no.30. pp. 580.
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Bangladesh’s State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shahriar Alam left the door
open for normalization. Alam believed that no domestic issues could harm the
historic Dhaka-Ankara partnership. In 2017, the President of Bangladesh Md.
Abdul Hamid came to Turkey to attend a special summit of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) on Palestine. In the same year, the then Prime
Minister of Turkey Binali Yildirim visited Dhaka and Cox’s Bazar. As part of
his visit, Binali Yildirinm met with President of Bangladesh Abdul Hamid, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, and leader of one of the opposition parties, Khaleda Zia,
and laid the foundation stone for the new service building of the Turkish
Embassy in Dhaka. This high-level official reciprocal visit of the two countries
indicates that relations have started to improve. In the process of reviving
relations, a delegation consisting of the Bangladesh Export Promotion Bureau,
Investment Development Agency, and Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and
Industry visited Turkey in April-May 2017. At that time, 140 people, consisting
of Turkish businesspeople, industrialists, and investors, attended various
seminars on trade and investment in Turkey. On the other hand, although the
diplomatic relations between the two countries were tense, the socio-cultural and
historical closeness ensured that the bilateral relations did not break. According
to former Bangladesh Ambassador Allama Siddiki, the political-cultural affinity
between Turkey and Bangladesh during the previous crisis was much stronger

than any bilateral issue.”

High-level political contacts and visits developed the relations between the two
countries. A delegation headed by former Deputy Prime Minister Bekir Bozdag
attended the 45" OIC Council of Ministers Meeting hosted by Bangladesh on 5-6
May 2018. In the same year, Abul Hassan Mahmood Ali, Former Foreign
Minister of Bangladesh, attended the OIC Extraordinary Summit held in Istanbul
on May 18, 2018. A delegation headed by Bangladesh Minister of Expatriates’

% Baba, Giirol. “The Waves of Turkey’s Proactive Foreign Policy Hitting South-Asian Coasts:
Turkey-Bangladesh Relations.” Journal of Administrative Sciences, vol.15, no.30, 2017, pp. 581.
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Welfare and Overseas Employment Mosharraf Hossain and Minister of Shipping
Shajahan Khan visited Turkey on 31 May-1 June 2018 and exchanged views on
war and martyr memorials and practices related to war veterans.*® Bangladesh
Liberation War Affairs Minister A.K.M Mozammel Haque visited Turkey on 8-
12 October 2018 to exchange views on war and martyr monuments and practices
related to war veterans and had a meeting with the Minister of Culture and
Tourism, Mehmet Ersoy.'® The Political consultations between Turkey and
Bangladesh were held on 20 May 2019 in Ankara between the delegations led by
Deputy Minister Ambassador Sedat Onal and Bangladesh Undersecretary of
Foreign Affairs Md Shahidul Haque. During the consultations, bilateral relations,
regional and global developments, and cooperation in international organizations

were discussed.™*

As part of the relations between the two countries, Bangladesh Foreign Minister
AK Abdul Momen visited Turkey on 14-16 September 2020 and attended the
inauguration ceremony of the Bangladesh Embassy in Turkey. During the visit,
he met with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Foreign Minister
Mevliit Cavusoglu. In a meeting with Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen,
Erdogan showed interest in increasing trade with Bangladesh from one billion
dollars to three billion dollars and engaging in various development activities in
Bangladesh. In addition, the President of Turkey proclaimed to build a state-of-

the-art Turkey-Bangla Friendship Hospital in Dhaka or near Dhaka.’®? In
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continuation of this Turkish Foreign Minister Mevliit Cavusoglu visited
Bangladesh on 22-23 December 2020 upon the invitation of Bangladesh Foreign
Minister AK Abdul Momen. During the visit, Cavusoglu met with Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Foreign Minister Ak Abdul Momen and
inaugurated the new building of the Turkish Embassy in Dhaka. Mevliit
Cavusoglu told reporters in Dhaka, ‘‘Bangladesh is now the rising star of Asia.
Bangladesh is one of the critical partners in Turkey’s Asian policy. The progress
that Bangladesh has made in the economic sector in a short period is
commendable. The prominent businessmen of Turkey want to take the
opportunity to invest in different sectors of Bangladesh.”>*%

Turkey-Bangladesh relations, unfortunately, started a serious tension between
Dhaka and Ankara at the end of 2012. The reason for this is the unpleasantness
between Turkey and the Bangladesh government regarding the procedure of the
“Bangladesh International War Crimes Tribunal,”” which was established in 2010
to try cases of certain crimes committed during Bangladesh’s independence war
in 1971. This situation caused the relations between the two countries to cool
down. However, following Bangladesh’s denunciation of the attempted
overthrow of Erdogan’s government on July 15, 2016, relations were
immediately restored. On the other hand, Turkey’s aid activities to the region
increased due to the humanitarian crisis experienced after Rohingya Muslims
took refuge in Bangladesh in a new wave of migration in 2017. In this context,
First Lady Emine Erdogan, Minister of Foreign Affairs Mevliit Cavusoglu, and
Minister of Family and Social Policies Fatma Betiil Sayan Kaya visited
Bangladesh on 6-7 September 2017. As a result, relations between Turkey and
Bangladesh were re-established.'®*

103 «Tyrkish Foreign Minister: Bangladesh A Rising Star in South Asia.” Dhaka Tribune, 23 Dec.
2020,  www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2020/12/23/turkish-foreign-minister-bangladesh-a-
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104 https://www.bbc.com/bengali/54189784 (Accessed 26.02.2022).
53


http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2020/12/23/turkish-foreign-minister-bangladesh-a-rising-star-in-south-asia
http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2020/12/23/turkish-foreign-minister-bangladesh-a-rising-star-in-south-asia
https://www.bbc.com/bengali/54189784

Turkey-Bangladesh relations are in a much better position than earlier. The high-
level official visit of the two countries further strengthened relations. Recently,
there has been an increase in mutually beneficial political agreements and
engagements between Bangladesh and Turkey in both bilateral and multilateral
relations. Moreover, there is a Parliamentary Friendship Union between
Bangladesh and Turkey. The two parties are currently working on several
contracts. Bangladesh also cooperates significantly with Turkey in the fields of
international foreign policy, technical assistance, defense, and education.
Professor Delwar Hossain, a professor in the Department of International
Relations at Dhaka University, said about the new trend in developing
Bangladesh-Turkey relations, <‘Bilateral relations work in many ways.
Bangladesh has a historical relationship with Turkey, although there were
geopolitical and political differences at one time. However, in the last two
decades, the relationship between Bangladesh and Turkey has taken a new turn

due to economic and military changes.”’*%

3.3. Military/Defense Dimensions

Bangladesh and Turkey have powerful and disciplined armed forces. An
important platform of cooperation between Bangladesh and Turkey is the
Defense industry. Relations between Bangladesh and Turkey have gained new
momentum through cooperation between the two countries in the field of
defense. Turkey attaches great importance to Military Financial Cooperation
Agreements and Implementation Protocols, renewed every year with
Bangladesh. Since Turkey is a NATO member, defense industry products also
comply with NATO standards. Therefore, Bangladesh prefers to buy Turkish

products. According to Masoud bin Momen, Undersecretary of the Bangladesh

1% https://www.newsbangla24.com/national/119122/IREATT - @RS - NI d - Ta% - TR
(Accessed 28.09.2021).
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Foreign Ministry, Bangladesh supplies military equipment from Turkey because

it is high quality.'®

Military/Defense relations between Turkey and Bangladesh were discussed for
the first time in 1978 during the visit of Bangladesh President Ziaur Rahman to
Turkey. During this visit, a meeting was held between the technical
representatives of the two sides on 3 October 1978 to determine the policy of
military education cooperation relations between Turkey and Bangladesh.'®’
Following this, the Turkish-Bangladesh Military Training Cooperation
Agreement was signed in Dhaka on March 10, 1981, during the official visit of
Foreign Minister Ilter Tiirkmen to Bangladesh. Through this agreement, Turkey

and Bangladesh will benefit from each other’s military training skills.*®®

Turkey’s naval special forces taught Bangladesh Navy’s special forces in Special
Warfare Diving and Salvage as part of this agreement. Bangladesh Navy has
developed a particularly close relationship with its Turkish counterpart. Along
with South Korea and the United States, Turkey provides military training to
SWADS, Bangladesh’s most advanced naval unit. Within the scope of Military
Field Training, Technical and Scientific Cooperation, and other agreements
between the two countries, numerous Bangladesh Army officers receive training
at the Turkish Armed Forces Academy every year. However, the number of
Turkish soldiers trained by the Bangladesh Armed Forces is not very small.

Turkey provides military material support to Bangladesh. Within the scope of a
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military agreement signed between the two countries in 2008, Turkey regularly
provides material and equipment support to a military unit of Bangladesh once a

year.*®

Bangladesh Army received the Otokar Cobra light armored vehicles from
Turkey in 2013. In a major Government-to-Government (G2G) contract in 2015,
Turkey offered Bangladesh-guided missile frigates. After two years, a 1 billion
dollars order for 680 light armored vehicles was given to the Turkish company
Delta Defence. In March 2019, Turkish ROKETSAN signed an agreement to
provide Bangladesh with multiple medium-range rocket launchers regiments.
Bangladesh Army received TRG-300 KAPLAN multiple launch rocket system
(MLRS) developed by ROKETSAN.™ In addition, 41 members of the
Bangladesh Armed Forces participated in military training in Turkey on the
missile system in the first week of June 2021. A Turnkey 105 and 155-millimeter
Cannonball Body and Shell Production Line Establishment Agreement were
signed in June 2021 between REPKON and Bangladesh Engineering Factories,
specializing in the metal forming industry and establishing turnkey production
facilities. According to Ugur Cem Giirpinar, Responsible for Business
Development and Corporate  Communications at REPKON, “Bangladesh
preferred REPKON because of its technology that is leading of its competitors in

the world.”**
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Cooperation between Bangladesh and the Turkish Armed Forces has recently
been strengthened. Turkey’s support for repairing Bangladeshi naval ships
damaged in the Beirut bombing of Lebanon in August 2020 was an example of
strengthening defense ties. According to the Bangladesh-based defense analysis
site ‘Defseca,” the Bangladesh Navy has ordered three dive support boats of
Turkish design from the state-owned defense manufacturer Khulna Shipyard on
June 16.2 In addition, Bangladesh Naval Forces Commander in chief Admiral
M. Shaheen Igbal led a delegation that visited Turkey between May 27 and June
4 in 2021. Air Force Chief Marshal Masihuzzaman Serniabat also visited Turkey
between 19-25 April 2021 upon the invitation of his Turkish c